QUEEN SAMARIS, HER OWN BUT NONE STRANGER 
HEIR FOR 1/7 GENERATIONS f THAN “THE GLADIATOR : 
aes BEGINNING TOMORROW. 


7 f< 
PIRATE REOGEARDO, THE FIRST 
JUNGLE PATROLMAN/ 


Fue eae Am) (ORNS <FieHTING | EXHAUSTED --HE RAM THEN-- A DEEP SLEFP. 
= -~ MUST BE AN END STOPS /N A QUET a AL NP 
pitied a TO IT SOMETIME. SHADY GLEN-- é EE 


AS THE WEARY PHANTOM SLEEPS--HIS SLEEP 1S \ | THEN INTO HIS OREAM| | THEN LOUDERS 
TROUBLED BY DREAMS OF PAST BATTLES, --A SOUND-- SOFT nT 
Sse AT FIRST -- \ yy) 


\N FY 
AS THE PHANTOM 
DREAMS -- A SUDDEN 


THAT MAN! THAT MT ah el a A FAINTED! 


SS THING- FIGHTING | _————_— 3 
Jf MY HUSBAND! “2 


YES! THAT MAN -- 
THAT THING-- 
FIGHTING MY £ 
HUSBAND! 

G 


YOU CAME TO ME 
CRYING FOR HELP! 


JUST AROUND 
THAT TURN -- 


JAS THE PHANTOM FOLLOWS A LADY IN DISTRESS 


SHE SAID “A MAN-- ' 7 *\ 
A THING” FIGHTING f A é: \ 
HER HUSBAND, y- 4 

SP 7 ) y 


NO WouNnpDs -- 

A STRUGGLE 

WITH BARE 
HANDS. 


J 


eee | (WHAT HAVE YOU 
HER YET, BUT I MUST = FOUND, DEVIL? 
FIND OUT--  vesd 


Ce 


HOW COULD ANY MAN 

LEAVE SUCH FOOTPRINTS 

UNLESS HE WEIGHED 
HALF A TON? ? 


eT 
FOOTPRINTS, BUT 
SO DEEP ?‘py 


sree Syedicate, Inc. 1969, Werld rights reserved 


&3] "IT WAS NIGHT YOU CANNOT PASS / 
A --WE COULDN'T FIGHT ME UNTIL ONE OF 
SEE CLEARLY. US IS DESTROYED, _~< 
SUDDENLY , : 
THIS VOICE-- 


gene "WE WERE RIDING 
MY HUSBAND ‘ ALONG THIS 
AND IL WERE se , ROAD -- BEGIN- 
MARRIED f NING OUR 
YESTERDAY-- Bs HONEYMOON--" 


THIS STRANGE MAN 
I DO NOT -- THIS “THING"--SAID 
WISH TO FIGHT!) L FIGHT UNTIL 


"MY HUSBAND { THIS SPEAR? ee 


"THE SPEAR 
THREW HIS SPEAR! 


Wemay YES. THEN THEY 
BROKE!" 


Ni FOUGHT. IT WAS 
AWFUL. re 
ARN 


V/ 
2 


MWMWZZ 


=> 


ALL I DID WAS 
BRUISE MY HANDS, 
IT WAS LIKE HITTING 


YOU CALL HIM 
A “THING “2 
WASN'T HE 


tl 
(fli. 
I THOUGHT a 


amy HUSBAND HAD NO CHANCE x 
AGAINST HIM--I RAN FOR HELP -- 


al! 7 I TRIED TO HELP] | "/7 WAS L/KE "T COULON'T SEE HIM 
THE WOMAN'S TALE -- MY HUSBAND HITTING STONE. IN THE OARK-- EXCEPT 
: HURT MY HANDS!"| | H/S EYES -- LIKE BURN- 

ea /; ING COALS/* 


a 


MAY I GO WITH 


2 
WE CAN DO NO : YOu" e YOUR 
NOeeAND 1° \ HAVE SEEN \\ REVENGE. US. 


JAKE YOU BACK ‘ nN J 


THE FOOTPRINT LJ , NOT HARD FOLLOWING 
AGAIN! SO DEEP! \ : THIS TRAIL! HE CAME 

.__ HOW HEAVY A THROUGH LIKE A BULL- 

: CAN HE XN AV); DOZER! WHAT KIND OF 


THE GATES WERE 
LOCKED, SO HE yy ALL THE 
WENT IN HERE! ae . PEOPLE ¥ 


W, WAIT -- 


PHANTOM--! ) 1T CAME IN ‘No 
3 ONE ATA 


{ THE NIGHT--! 


THE MAN WE'RE 
FOLLOWING CAME THROUGH HERE 
LIKE A HURRICANE! 


IT WAS 
TERRIBLE -- 


NOT A MAN-- A 
“THING” WHERE ARE 
THE PEOPLE ? 


FIGHT OR BE 
DESTROYED/ 


IT CAME IN THE 

NIGHT -- 

CRASHING 
LIKE A STORM. 


c., 1969. World rights r 


WITH OUR WARRIORS 
GONE, WHO COULD 
FIGHT THIS 
MADMAN ? 


| ©) King Featurse Syadicate, le 


DESTROY ME OR WHAT DID HE ; f R | “ONLY HIS EYES-- BURN- 
BE DESTROYED! LOOK LIKE? Aig = ING LIKE HOT COALS/" 


IT CAME 
ROARING 
THROUGH 
OUR 
VILLAGE 
LIKE A BULL 
ELEPHANT! 


OUR WARRIORS ARE 
GONE . ONLY WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN AND 
OLD FOLKS ARE HERE. 


"T FELL !-- THERE 
AS THE MADMAN HE WAS / 
ROARED THROUGH THOUGHT I, 
OUR VILLAGE -- WAS FINISHED, 
LOOKING FOR 
BATTLE -- OUR 
PEOPLE FLED, 


M\ vo nor Be 

AFRAID. I SEEK 
ONLY WARRIORS, 
--TO DESTROY OR 
BE DESTROYED. 


V 
WARRIORS GONE! ? 
I DO NOT FIGHT 
THE WEAK! I SEEK 
THE STRONG -- TO 
DESTROY OR BE 
DESTROYED! 


LIKE A BULL ELEPHANT--OR 
A BULLDOZER ! WHAT 
MAN COULD DO 


4 
HE WALKED THROUGH 
THAT WALL ? 


AS THOUGH IT 
WERE GRASS. 


THE “THING” THAT 
DID THIS--AND ALL THAT--IS A HIM NOW-- WHEREVER 
MAN TO FACE! “IG; 
PLEASE WAIT 
FOR OUR WARRIORS TO RETURN 


- = YOU WILL 
PLEASE KEEP NOT RETURN. 
HERO HERE UNTIL 

I RETURN. 


STOP THE 
GHOST WHO 
WALKS ? 


z 
NO, I MUST FOLLOW \ 


"WWFURIATED, 
HE WALKED 
THROUGH 
ANOTHER HUT-- 


v 
WARRIORS 


a 


N Se h J hz 
7, "AND WENT OUT y Zz ; 
Ed / — 
THROUGH THE wai!” YI. Mt ( 


DO NOT GO 
ALONE AFTER 
THIS MAD THING-- 


F ATTACKS 
ONLY MEN! 


STAY IN THIS 


GHOST? THAT 
A HE WILL BE--/ 


SOMEWHERE -- 
NOT FAR FROM 
HERE -- L WILL 


FIND HIM, 


y DESTROY 
ME OR BE 
DESTROYED, 


ys ie THE PHANTOM FOLLOWS 
oa, THE MYSTERIOUS KILLER 
PEP) WHOSE STRENGTH AMAZES-| IN 


FRESHLY KILLED 
—HE CAN'T BE 
FAR— 


“{ COME ON, 
DEVIL! £ 
ANGRY GRUNTS 
AND ROARS. 


DEVIL SUDDENLY BARKS -- 
HE MUST BE 


MAD! WHO ELSE 
WOULD DARE ATTACK 
A WHOLE TRIBE 


OF GORILLAS?! 4 


DESTROYING LIKE 


ONE MORE “S| | IS HE TRYING 
VICTIM --A LION -- TO DESTROY 
AND THE HEAVY EVERYTHING 


ATTACKED 
GORILLAS! 
HARD TO 


BELIEVE-- 4 


FIGHT! DESTROY ME 
R BE DESTROYED! 


AN EASY TRAIL 
7O FOLLOW--A 
TRAIL OF DEATH-- 


CAN'T SEE HIM IN y” FIGHT-- 
THE PHANTOM 


egos Ss -- cowaArpD ! i 
: j 
DESTROYER! 


FIGHT! 


DESTROY 
ME OR BE 
DESTROYED! 


IN THE SHADOWS -- THE DESTROYER SHOUTS HE STEPS INTO 

ANGRILY AS THE PHANTOM _DOOGES. THE LIGHT-- AT 

aE = LAST THE PHANTOM (a 

I HAVE TO *%/ 

GET HIM INTO J 

THE LIGHT! 7 
OC 


I 


Al 
Sy a i 
TL 


ARR 
a" 


3 
4 


FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE 
PHANTOM SEES HIS UNKNOWN OPPONENT 
WN THE MOONLIGHT-- 7 


THIS IS AN UNFAIR 


FIGHT. YOUHAVE A | 
SWORD-- I HAVE A 
GUN. 


x 
LA 


Ce 


a 
AI ppm 
HOON” 


THE PHANTOM AND THE 


NAW \ \: I TOLD you NOW YOU WILL DIE / 
STRANGE DESTROYER / WANS GUNS ARE 


'S USELESS --! Pex fo : 


A 


THE BULLETS -- 
THEY'RE BOUNCING 
OFF HIM AS THOUGH 


HE'S MADE OF STONE! 
ia, \ aaa, = 


STRAN 
y y 


YOU ARE STONE? )j\ 
HOW CAN THAT 


THE STRANGE DESTROYER 


HE TRIES TO REACH !T-- THE PHANTOM 


, Sh 
DOM 
NZ / N ; 


. AX 
aN 
Wp, : 


wr, 
SS 


7% 
/ 


p 


Rr 


THE PHANTOM MOVES 
IN, HITTING HIM HARD 


WITH OR 
WITHOUT 
WEAPONS -- 
IT WILL BE 
THE SAME ! 


BE? 


YL , 


—— 


YOU'RE A BRAVE VA; 
MAN, BUT FOOLISH. 
YOU HAVE NO 
CHANCE. YOU 
WILL DIE! 


LIKE STONE? /S 
STONE, FOOLISH 
MAN 


HE BOUNCES OFF AS THOUGH HE'D HITA 
BRICK WALL. 


T KIND YOU WILL NEVER KNOW / 
YOU ? 


YOU WILL DIE--AS THEY 
my ALL DIE! 


LS 2.1 
THE WEIRDEST BATTLE 
OF THE PHANTOM'S 


i —Z 


WS RI WIRTZ: 
THE PHANTOM SEES 
SOMETHING IN THIS 
STRANGE BATTLE. 


; 


} 


HE 
CHARGES 
GLANCING 


-ANOD USES A 
WN THE WEIRD BATILE)| | TREMENDOUS 
THE PHANTOM GETS CHOP -- 
BEHIND HIS STONE - 
LIKE OPPONENT / 


AS THE STONE-LIKE 
DESTROYER FALLS, 
THE PHANTOM CHOPS 
ONCE MORE -- 


-- AS HE DOOGES THE STRANGE STONE-L/ 
DESTROYER / r 


| DO NOT TRY TO 
FLEE. I CAN RUN 


IKE 
4 / 


FASTER THAN 
ANY MAN! 


HE WHIRLS--/!GNORING Yo 


THE PAIN!-- FOR THE _|\N\X\ <a 


FIRST TIME -15 BEHIND /y 
HIS OPPONENT / \ 


THE POWERFUL 
DESTROYER 
FALLS / WHAT 
1S HIS SECRET ? 


THE PHANTOM FINALLY 
DOWNS THE MOST 
UNUSUAL ANO POWER- 
FUL OPPONENT OF 
HIS ENTIRE LIFE / 


DON'T MOVE, OR | 
. YOU ARE DEAD! 
: eee 


NO TRICKS! 
DON'T MOVE? 
WHO ARE YOU-- 
WHERE ARE 
YOU FROM? 


THE PHANTOM ANO THE 
STRANGE DESTROYER / 


‘ : . 
TN WA \y 
YOU WERE BORN IN \ 
POMPE!1? YOU MEAN ~ 
THE TOWN WITH THE 
\ VOLCANO -- MOUNT 


"7 CAME HOME ON VACATION-- FROM 
MY PROFESS/ON-- I WAS WITH 


BURY POMPEI! /¥ 
YOUR HOME fA 


VESUVIUS WAS 
ERUPTING, I TRIED TO 
FIND MY PEOPLE -- 

IMPOSSIBLE -- 


"GREAT RIVERS OF 
FIERY LAVA BURIED 
THE TOWN ANO ALL 


IT'S BEEN SO 
LONG SINCE 
ANYONE ASKED 

ME 


anytHine! ) 


THAT PLACE WAS 
DESTROYED -- BY 
THE VOLCANO -- 
2000 YEARS 
AGO. — 


ai, 


“SUDDENLY THE AIR WAS 
FULED WITH SMOKE AND 
ASHES -- SUFFOCATING/" 


art — 


i. Ca 


"THERE WAS NOTHING I 
COULD DO. I RETURNED 
TO ROME AND MY 
PROFESSION, 


I KNOW. I 
SAW IT 
HAPPEN . 


THAT WAS 
OVER 2000 
YEARS AGO. 


Y AFTER YOUR HOME -- 
POMPEII -- ER -- WAS 
DESTROYED BY MOUNT 
VESUVIUS -- 2000 YEARS 
AGO -- YOU WENT BACK 
TO ROME TO BEA 

GLADIATOR ? j 


I CANNOT MOVE. 


WHAT ELSE 
WOULD I DO? 
THAT WAS MY 
PROFESSION. 
I WAS THE 
BEST-- AND THE 
RICHEST, 


ROLL ME OVER. / ¢ Ka Aiea) Bg 
mes A BOULDER! 


DO YOU BELIEVE MY 


HOME WAS POMPEII 
-- DESTROYED BY THE 


TO BELIEVE 
I WAS A 
GLADIATOR J} 


THE BEST AND 
{ RICHEST OF THE 


VOLCANO? 


ay 
@y THERE Is 


I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT TO BELIEVE. 


REMOVE THE SWORD. YOU 
HAVE NO MORE TO FEAR 
FROM ME. YOU WON-- 


AT LAST-- I HAVE 
BEEN BEATEN. 


THE PHANTOM MOVES THE HEAVY 
STONE-LIKE FIGURE. 


YES-- AGAINST 
THAT TREE-- YOU 
HAVE GREAT 
STRENGTH FOR AN 
Za \— ORDINARY 
‘Tay, MAN, 


IN ALL THE YEARS 
SINCE-- I ROAMED 
THE EARTH, FIGHT- 
ING ALL. WHO 
CROSSED MY PATH 
-- MEN OR BEASTS. 


YOU HAVE 
NO MORE 
TO FEAR-- 
I TOLD 
YOU -- YOU 
WON -- I AM 
BEATEN 

AT LAST! 


y/ 
BULLETS BOUNCE OFF AS 


{F YOU WERE MAPE OF 
STONE -- AND WHEN I HIT 
YOU-- YOU ARE! 


YOU FOUND MY 4 
SECRET, IN ALL 

THESE YEARS YOU'RE 
THE FIRST TO 
SOLVE IT. 3 


BUT ONLY THE 
STRONG - 

DANGEROUS -- 

NEVER THE WEAK 

--NEVER WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN -- WHY? 


LY Pree 


WHY DO YOU FIGHT ONLY THE 


ER- YOU SAY You WERE| | HUMOR A Ou FIGHT ONLY _THE 
DRACONIUS — RICHEST v STRONG A Ou 


GLADIATOR OF IMPERIAL 
ROME ? 


AND SPARE THE WEAK? 


my BECAUSE 
>») =) «THAT WAS 
4 PART. OF 
THE CURSE. 


W YOUR BACK— } YES— NORMAL — WEAK 
IS NORMAL. / FLESH. THAT TOO IS 


7 a et OF THE 
\ Y 1 WILL TELL 
YOU QUICKLY, 
MY TIME IS 


ALMOST GONE. | 


UNUSUALLY 
HEAVY. YOU 
ARE LIKE — 
STONE. 


fa ST “EVEN FOUGHT THEM 

AM DRACONIUS - I BAREHANDED “~ WILD BEASTS 
FOUGHT ALL COMERS a _ (pF ; ‘gv 4 pRyi | —I WAS THE 
—IN THE GREAT CP m =] p 3 GREATEST! 
ARENA OF ROME — J » 5 = 
THE COLOSSEUM. 4 


I 


Kamit 44 

ER—YOU WERE 

A GLADIATOR 

1,800 YEARS 
AGO? 


> PK re 


y YEAR- MONTH — ~- 
A WEEK-— DAY AND HOUR 
‘ - 


YOUR LAST DAY AS A 
GLADIATOR — WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


SLAUGHTERED 
— A ROUTINE 


DISGRACE- BLASPHEMY 
— FILTH AND 


THE OLD CAPTIVE ¥ 
CURSED THE 
EMPEROR! THAT 


7  \MUD/ vou Hearo THE IMPERIAL ORDER, )]| | 
\ g Sj DRACONIUS! KILL— WITH YOUR 
f 


= \ w 
(ae Vi 


. IT STARTED LIKE ANY OTHER ORDINARY DAY—A 
GROUP OF CAPTIVES WERE TO BE SLAUGHTERED 


y~qy BY BEASTS! 


7 
Lf) ALL WOULD HAVE 
q AX. - BUT ONE OF TH 


GAs! 


"J WAS WAITING 
FOR THE WIAD 
ANIMALS TO TEAR 
THEM APART.” 


KILL THAT FOUL MAN WITH 
YOUR BARE HANDS! 


ORDINARY 


OF MY STANDING WOULD 
_ NEVER FIGHT AN 
UNARMED OLD MAN! 


© King Feetaree Syedicate, Inc. 
Sas 4 < 


"I HESITATED 
— SOMETHING 
” 


< 4 
; DRACONIUS. INSTEAD, TURN AGAINST 
ID HEARD y ABOUT HIM— 


AIX. OUR EMPEROR — 
SOMEONE SPEAK ) FSA HE IS EVIL. 77 rare 
OF THIS MAN, A 4 WOR Sy ca Vf WN 
BARBARIAN HOLY } YW 2-{ \\ J 4 


ie ; rae Oo 
ZZ “(DO NOT DO THIS EVIL THING | 


MAN, A PROPHET- yn OH ec AY 
= Sa AWS 
= \ if 


A | HOW CAN YOU DO 
I THOUGHT YOU THIS, ORACONIUS 2? 


"THE WORDS SEEMED TO RING IN THE AIR." 
DESTROY ALL t 274 


UNTIL YOU ARE 
DESTROYED. 


EARTH — 
zone ay TE STRONG ~ [ENED ON! 
haem oy All UNIL YOU ' ym 


r 


acre 


"THE GREAT ROMAN CROWD "SOMETHING WAS 
WATCHING ME— » HAPPENING TO ME 
= > THAT OMLY I COULD 


SEEMED TO CRASH | 
AROUND My HEAD!" 


PA 
p 


ZZZZ"ZZZ. 


"THE WORDS OF THE DEAD 
PROPHET RANG IN MY 


"SOMETHING STRANGE WAS HAPPENING 


p 


"THE GREAT CROWD 
STARED AT ME SHENTLY- 
I WAS THEIR FAVORITE— 
THEY WERE NOT PROUD 
OF ME NOW-" 


7 


YOU DID WELL, faa 


“ONLY THE EMPEROR WAS PLEASED.” 


"THE BODYGUAROS 
RUSHED AT ME, I WAS 
INVINCIBLE, ” 


"I SWUNG AT THE 
EV/L EMPEROR,” \'—% 
f, {2 SS 


"SPEARS BOUNCED 
OFF ME WITH NO 
wan =EFFECT." 


I FELT A SUDDEN 
HEAVINESS —AS 
IF L WEIGHEDA 

TON y 


"IT LOOKED AT My FEET—I WAS 
SINKING INTO THE HEAVY MUD!" 


"THE CROWO ROARED 
— NOT CERTAIN 
WHAT WAS GOING 


“THEN THE ENTIRE EMPEROR'S BATTALION 
a“ 


CHARGED ME. bi f Aa 


“T CRASHED THROUGH THE HEAVY \oum 
PORTALS AS IF THEY WERE PAPER!" | 5 


Sy 
Wir) 


"I RAN THROUGH THEM 
AS IF THEY WERE 
EDS,” 


CIN 
"I CRASHED OUT OF 
THE COLOSSEUM 
THAT LAST DAY" 


"IT MOVED UNOP) 
SIGHT OF ME!" 


"I LOST MY HEAD — I 
SMASHEO EVERY THING 
WITHIN REACH /* 


(7 THE PROPHET'S CURSE/ 
THAT WAS MY DOOM! 
(A PART OF ME TURNED 
Se 


INSECT WITHOUT 
SOUL—- DESTROY | 
UNTIL YOU ARE 
DESTROYED! 


\) far 


ee | 
NN 
bof 

N 2/22 \\ 


"HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A 
WARRIOR ANT P* — 
v INSECT ~~ 

WITHOUT SOUL -/ 


NOT LIKE STONE. 
STONE / THE CURSE 
OF THE HOLY _ 


WHY IS YOUR 
BACK NORMAL 
FLESH — THE REST 
be IKE 


I HAD 
TURNED : 
TO STONE. 


4, 
Wy, 


IT WAS THE CURSE OF THE HOLY MAN WHOM 


I WAS FORCED TO KILL. 


INSECT WITHOUT A 
SOUL— ROAM THE 
EARTH — DESTROY UNTIL 
YOU ARE DESTROYED! | 


= 


a, 


THAT KEPT ME UNDEFEATED THROUGH TH 


AGES! YOU FELT IT YOURSELF! 
PART OF MY BACK 

IS NORMAL FLESH. 

YOU ALONE SOLVED 
THE SECRET! 


THE WARRIOR ANT'S 
FRONT |S HEAVILY 
ARMORED, HIS BACK 
IS UNPROTECTED. 


4,{ SO HE CAN 
NEVER TURN 
HIS BACK 


HAS BEEN MY 
FATE— MY 
CURSE. 


I DON'T UNDER- 
STAND, WHY 2 


I WAS A CREATURE OF STONE-DOOMED 
. TO FIGHT THROUGH ETERNITY UNTIL 


CENTURIES PASSED, }:: 
I LONGED FOR ; 
DEATH — NONE 

COULD DEFEAT 

ME — THEN ONE 
DAY — ONE CAME - 


"THAT WAS 


My cuRSE! ff 
I FOUGHT 
THROUGH 

THE AGES 

AGAINST ALL 

COMERS- BB 

WILD MEN-"\ 


AT LAST AN OPPONENT WEARING BUT IT ENDED AS 
STEEL EQUAL TO MY "ARMOR" OF USUAL — I WAS IN 
STONE — A CRUSADER! t DESPAIR— IF THE 

'\\ ARMED KNIGHT 

/\ COULD NOT 
DEFEAT ME — 


WHO COULD? 


as Me $ 


x “nr 


"I FACED All MANNER OF "MANY AVOIDED ME — "T TRIED POISONOUS /NSECTS ANO SNAKES 
SAVAGE BEASTS “— INSTINCTIVELY THEY KNEW — NOTHING AVAILED ME — THAT CURSE 
ME 70 BE UNNATURAL” DOOMED ME / . 


"ONCE I LEAPED I DECIDED TO 9 ° WHAT A STORY! HE 
IT AtL! 


I TRIED TO } INTO A SHARK- | | REMAIN UNDER- © C SEEMS TO BELIEVE 


DESTROY E 
oF BS FULED SEA — WATER AND 
= ZI , AT . EVEN THE SEA- 
: ; —_. BEASTS AVOIDED 
ME." 


PF 


eI 


"BUT SOME 
INSTINCT FOR 


UNDERWATER 
EVEN THE 
SHARKS 
AVOIDED 
ME— I 

~ TRIED TO 
DROWN 
MYSELF - 


"FINALLY MEN INVENTED GUNS 
SOMETHING / 


NOTHING 
COULD 
DESTROY 
ME. I 
WANDERED 


"I WALKED 
INTO THEIR 
MACHINE - 
GUN ANO 
GRENADES." 


vA \) : 6 s\! 
GL kos 
Cee 


YOU SOLVED MY 
SECRET—I THANK 
YOU FOR ENDING MY 

IBOO-YEAR-OLD CURSE 

— "DESTROY UNTIL YOU 
ARE DESTROYED.” 


v 


YOU DEFEATED ME IN FAIR 
BATTLE — THE SAME THING . 


HELP ME TO 


13 1 HAVE NOT 
DESTROYED 


— HERE AT LAST WAS n 


STAND UP — A 


FAILED ME— 
WHAT ABOUT 
FIRE? NO, 
NOTHING 
COLD , 
HARM ME, 


"BUT THE 
BULLET 
BOUNCED 
OFF ME- 
LIKE A 
RAINDROP. 


“THEY CAME AT 
ME WITH THE/R 
FOOLISH BAYO- 
NETS - NATURALLY 
I FINISHED THEM 


NOW I AM 
FINISHED, THE 
END OF A LONG 


CAREFUL, 
PHANTOM 


I GAYE UP 
THE IDEA OF 
SUICIDE. 
AFTER ALL, 
IT WAS NOT 
FITTING FOR 


HE IS THE 
GREATEST 4 
LIAR OR 
STORYTELLER 
OF ALL J 
TIME! 


AGLADIATOR, 


1 


HAVE ONLY A 


FEW MOMENTS OF 


LIFE LEFT— 


V77iE= 


YOU 
A 
/ 


Ween YOU HE IS IN THE GRIP OF BUT THIS IS 
TON EXAGGERATE! THE STONE HANDS! WF NOT THE DAY! 
q mS WHEN I WOULD a == Ss 


\ ay iY iE BE DEFEATED — bw 
4 ay \ tz ‘A : 
y aN \ eZ ‘ se ; x 


EIGH 
: 
Ce 


I< 


NUNIT TR EH IT IS MY FATE TO SY _YOU TOO SHALL GO 


“Y TAN) | Ty 
PRETENDING TO BE DYING — THE \\ f | DESTROY UNTIL I AM THE WAY OF ALL THE 
GLADIATOR SUDDENLY GRASPS } DESTROYED! BUT YOU 
TWE PHANTOM (N HIS POWER- \WN, WILL_ NOT DESTROY 
FUL STONE HANOS / 


YEARS DO YOU 
THINK L'D 
NW ££7 MYSELF 


FOOL / AFTER 1800 
G 


Y--A FUDD | 
A SUDDEN DESPERATE MOVE -A JUPO : 
THROW — 


NSS 


AS THE GLADIATOR 
SUDDENLY TURNS ON 
THE PHANTOM — 


AS THE GLADIATOR y y ; / FINISHED Me” 


WHIRLS TO THE _ 
GROUND, THE THNRANGER 
PHANTOM MOVES $ 
IN FAST WITH THE 
SECONO KARATE 


~ 
LN) THE PHANTOM AND THE STRANGE GLAO/ATOR / = WHAT'S HAPPENING 


aN <Z Bbaaky TO HIM?—HE SEEMS 
o™® TO BE — AGING/ 


VY 
THIS TIME — YOU q 
FINISHED ME. Hf 
iY 


a 


iq ;| 7 
K _ WS) “THIS TIME- YOU FIN/SHED ME. THANK YOU- STRANGER: 


G7 
HE'S AGING — FROM 3] MV 
MIDDLE AGE TO OLD } ’ 
AGE — ALMOST LIKE /:! \ 
A MUMMY NOW! £2554 


she 


THE STRANGE GLADIATOR — AGING — THEN — 
SUDDENLY A SKELETON — 
THIS TIME — YOU _— 


)) y x! ff J 
: SJ ne (fj, 
FINISHED ME. THANK s / 
YOU — STRANGER — f 
2 


THIS TME— YOU YF. TL IN A FEW SECONDS THEN — IT WAS 
9 FINISHED ME, Bs eee : ; - FROM MAN TO ALL TRUE?! / 


D 
p 
4 


ZL, 
eS 


Ss 


, HE TURNED | 
» * \ TO— DUST: 
an Wa 


ALL HIS STORIES WERE 4 
TRUE-—? HE LIVED 1800 

: YEARS UNDER 

A CURSE? 


WITHIN SECONDS HE 
THE STRANGE Wi wey | FADES INTO A 
GLADIATOR— |f. SKELETON — 


7) 


HEN — INTO DUST! 


ut 
) Vy 


\ 


THIS TME— \ 
YOU FINISHED 
ME, THANK _/- 


WAS I ASLEEP? 
~( YES, IT WAS AZZ 
A DREAM! 


DESTROY OR Y/ , T PARTICULARLY THAT me DREAM OR 
BE DESTROYED, : g FIRST BLOW — LIKE 6 NIGHTMARE — 
HITTING A GRANITE v | 
BOULDER / 


THEN I WAS 
THINKING ABOUT 
ALL THE 
7 J BATTLES I 
ABOUT THE HAD. THAT'S YY, 


GLADIATOR! SS J WHEN ‘I FELL 
G 


ASLEEP~ 
7 LET ME SEE, ISAT }) » << 
DOWN HERE — <i : 


THEN — IN MY 

DREAM — SHE 
SHOWED ME THAT 
DEEP FOOTPRINT — 
SEEMED SO REAL! 


| ET a 


IN MY DREAM I MET 


THE GIRL HERE — 
SAYING SOME 
MONSTER WAS 
KILLING HER FA 


HERE —IN MY OREAM— THIS : 
VERY PLACE — SHE POINTED /& 
OUT THAT DEEP 

FOOTPRINT — 

OF THE "THING’ 


WAS ITA 
DREAM — 
OR WAS IT 


IS THAT THE 
DEEP FOOTPRINT 
OF THE GLADIATOR 
THAT L DREAMED 
ABOUT ? 


THE FOOTPRINT! I'M 
NOT DREAMING NOW / y 


—-AND SOME REAL THINGS 
SEEM LIKE OREAMS. (T'S 
OFTEN HARD TO KNOW THE 
OIFERENCE. 


NEXT WEEK: WEW ADVENTURE 


